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l.; 6_§tys’r#tions.

15 days’ kiothing.

2
3 6 days' éuel.

4. 1,200 toés barbed wire,
5 |

I 30 days' amnunitioa
? c. fﬁith good weﬁthet French believed
%\v;t.f "able to meet'all 8ir3ift require-

r:;,¢é¢.ént5 at Bied Bien Phu and all air-

fs;hppliad bases in Laos under full

F

3c?hbat conditions for two weeks

Afier that Capadility would decroase
bacause ot lack of crews and main-
@,tepance pars#nnel Approaching
cruchin seasqn (fog and drizzle)
{ wiil hamper gakeoffs from Tonkin

' 5FQe$tn but will not affect Dien Bjien
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?i;w‘#%ghmh‘foxces in northern La@s.,\?rebablﬁ

éﬁjertives would be the royal capital at

Luang Prabang,

fcﬂpitsl at Vienfi&ne or the important

the adminlstratlve

y

Tyﬁ‘gﬁoimh basc at ¥1eug Khouang.

f uapg Prabayg sector has 7 1ntantry

1 Foretﬂn Legioa battalion

1 French army battalion

1 loroccfn battalion.

4 LaotiaT battalions.

eng Khouanﬁ sector has 4 infantry
ttaliona,tqtaling 2,500 troops.
'&rtillery%or armor,

1 Fnroign Legion battalion,
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ﬁ Eg@éieéti#ne-Paksane sector has 5
infantry battalions totaling 4,000
‘troops. No artillery or armored
'unifs.

‘ - 1. 1 Forelgn Legion battalion.

-2. . 1 French army battalion.

3. 3 Laotian battalioms.

yi'i;;f The, supply situation in northern Laos

: is satisfactory under present conditions.

SITR
e
I

Stocks will last for one month without
s#ditional airlift. Airlift capability
’iﬁatrt- strained by late Bebruary if

3 Iine nt communications now cut

‘ %% Thakhek is not opened, or if Bangkok
- refuses permission to move supplies

o tﬁrouéh northeastern Thailand.

o -6 -
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Insignificant number of Viet Minh now

' 1n_noﬁthern Laos. Commitment of sub-
‘4;;é£;§iial 1§rces from the Dien Bien Phu

) i;;ubiould'require that the French air-
B ;}?t ma jor reinforcements to these posts,
. French ability ﬁo transfer sufficieni

~ troops to meet a threat in Laos would
*dsepend on the situstion in the Tonkin
dalt# and elsewhere.

Situation in central Laos. The Viet
linhfthruat from northern Annam into

"  ¢0:£§:1 Laos which cut Mekong River line
3§ﬁ4n¢-nnn1cgtioﬁs precipitated rein-
“§Orcasent of French garrison there.

A, French forces at Seno-Savannakhet
number 20,000 (24 infantry bat-

;;xslions).
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1. 2 Foreign Legion battalions ‘
(1 parachute).

2. 3 French -army battalions (ell
parachute) . g

3. 2 Algerian battaliocns,.

4 7 Moroccan battalions,

5. 4 Laotiag battalions.

6. 3 Vietmamese battalioms (1
parachute) .

7. 3 Cambodian battaiions (under
French ccmmand).

Armor and artillery.

l. 2 French colonial 105-mm
howitzer artillery battalions.

2. 12 light tanks.

Supply sitwation - road to south

open. Airlift working satisfac-

torily. Supplies on hand sufficient

for 20 days.

- 8 -
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§ 1n:untry1batt;1ion-.
gy 1 Iﬁrodetn battalion.
, ? mtin battalions,
o argor or artillery.

u

L_'buﬁyﬁy mztantaon got considered

-s
.

7 bi,tultm u?rﬂx o! m
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Tﬁ.ﬂw-r‘tﬁht of eneny makes a serious
v attack 0n Seno-Savannakhet unlikely.
The Franch are now, in fact, counter-
attacking. Logistic support is & major
probles for the Viet Mink because its
. treopafin the ares are so far from their
‘base at Vinh and depend on coclies for
transportation,

£I11. Situation in southern Laos. | *

A. This region bas heen quiet

two Viet Minh regiments have

moved from southern Annam in the
direction of Pakse. French forces

there include two battalioms of

e
IS

‘Laédtian infantry. But the French sce

capable of quickly reinforcing this

garrison if sufficient mobile reserves |

are available at the time of an attack.j
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'irttniatiu tor ecnﬂ#tnant §a thrtttenga

aress. ”

A, Iobala forces 1n Tbnkin - 19 bats

;ﬁ&nliann of thasa, xS ars rgudy to - ;

PR

; slﬂobiie éronpsffﬂ »attilidna !
2.1 Ptrnchute httttlion (1a oo

N truinintl
: ln&ile forces in Anntn - 4 nobile
totnling 11 bnttaltons. Throa

of these conprisiug 3-bltt1116nl are

ready to novg.
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